 






 

   
  
2009 JAZZ GUARDIAN AWARD RECIPIENTS
 
Detroit Jazz Fest is proud to announce the recipients of the 2009 Jazz Guardian Award. The award is presented annually by DJF in recognition of an individual with Michigan ties, who through advocacy, teaching, philanthropy and/or musical achievement has made an extraordinary contribution to the elevation and perpetuation of jazz.
 
This year’s recipients are trumpeter Marcus Belgrave, pianist Hank Jones, festival founder Robert E. McCabe, and saxophonist/educator Ernie Rodgers. All four gentlemen will be honored at the 30th Annual Detroit International Jazz Festival on Labor Day Weekend.
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Marcus Belgrave 
2009 Jazz Guardian Award for Artistry 
Marcus Belgrave was born in the Philadelphia suburb of Chester, PA in 1936. But over the course of a distinguished career that has spanned six decades and included performances with many of the greats of jazz and R&B, the trumpeter, composer, arranger and educator has established himself as a true Detroit legend. A charter member of the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra, Belgrave is also co-founder of the Jazz Studies program at the Detroit Metro Arts Complex, an original faculty member of the Oakland University Jazz Studies program, and founder of the Jazz Development Workshop in Detroit.
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Hank Jones 
2009 Jazz Guardian Award for Artistry 
For more than 70 years, pianist Hank Jones has embodied the essence of mainstream Jazz – sophisticated and timeless. Now in his 90s, this NEA Jazz Master is still hard at work, adding to an already legendary career as a leader and sideman. The eldest surviving member of a prolific Detroit-area jazz family that included his famous brothers – drummer Elvin and trumpeter/composer Thad – Jones has played and recorded with a virtual Who’s Who of jazz history while developing a distinctive style of his own that embraces the best of the swing and bebop traditions. 
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